Adventure

Conservation
Get out, get fit and make a difference!
Adventure conservation is an opportunity to have fun and
make a difference at the same time. Adventure conservation
activities support local Landcare efforts and deliver important
conservation outcomes that could not be done by conventional
paid staff because it is too expensive or logistically impossible.

Adventure Conservation

Volunteers

There are adventure conservation
volunteering opportunities for:

Outdoor Adventure enthusiasts who go fishing,
kayaking, rafting, bushwalking, climbing, canyoning,
four wheel driving or horse or mountain bike riding
can provide valuable input into managing our natural
environment whilst having fun. Trained volunteers,
who enjoy adventure activities, can provide great value
to conservation in remote areas and areas of high
conservation value by recording what they see, removing
isolated small infestations of weeds, and doing the
essential follow up monitoring of previous restoration
programs, as they would normally go through these
areas anyway. By assisting in managing our natural
resources you can build a relationship with the National
Parks, Forestry and Crown land managers which can
lead to improved access to these areas. Participating
in these activities with local landowners and managers
can, in some programs, mean you have a local guide to
update you on local issues and stories about the land.

Similarly, being part of the Landcare family and helping
other Landcare groups across the country, lets us get
out of the city and our work environment and help
landowners care for their country with the added bonus
of getting to paddle, ride or walk areas not normally
accessible to the general public.
Volunteers will also build up their bush regeneration
skills, which can then be adapted to their own local
situation, providing additional value to the programs by
not having to be trained.

Put simply “Adventure Conservation
is fun, challenging and takes place
in wild places. It delivers important
conservation outcomes that could
not be done by conventional paid
staff because it is too expensive or
logistically impossible. Volunteers can
find activities that suit a broad range
of ages, fitness levels, conservation
skills and wilderness experience. But
they all have one thing in common
they can be done by people who care
about wild places and want to protect
them for future generations”
- Geoff Luscumbe

“To receive regular updates on programs go to:
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/adventure_conservation_OZ

•

Corporate volunteering groups

•

Youth or high school groups over
13 years old

•

General public over 13 years old

•

Commercial Eco Tourism Operators

Great Grose
Weed Walk
Who we are:
The GGWW brings together a varied group of volunteers
who want to get their hands dirty and remove weeds
from the urban interface areas as well as the more
wild and remote areas along the Grose River and in
Blue Gum Forest.
We also give focus to our threatened upland swamps.
The volunteers enjoy learning about new plants and
animals, bush regeneration techniques, exploring new
places and from time to time discovering new weed
infestations. They also enjoy the social interaction along
with an irresistible morning tea!

What we do:
Mainly bush regeneration, also occasionally tree
planting. Some of the activities also include exploratory
walks along creek lines where there is a threat of weed
infestation from urban areas.

Conservation Objective:
The Upper Grose Valley was one of the first areas in
Australia to be conserved for its natural values.
This program aims to protect Blue Gum Forest and
the Grose Valley which forms part of the Greater
Blue Mountains World Heritage Area (GBMWHA)
from introduced species that spread into these areas
from surrounding suburbia. We do this by using bush
regeneration techniques and targeted weed control.
This program has been running now for nearly 20
years and started as the Great Grose Gorse Walk
which focused on the removal of Gorse and has now
evolved into the Great Grose Weed Walk (GGWW)
where we target all weeds, especially noxious weeds
such as Blackberry and Scotch Broom. These weeds
grow mostly along the riparian zones and can spread
for kilometres, altering natural systems and degrading
biodiversity. If left untreated these weeds will change
this wild place forever.

Difficulty:
We offer a wide range of activities from easy to
strenuous. There is certainly something for everyone!
Numbers are limited on some activities. Bookings are
essential. No prior experience is necessary and a full
induction, training and tools are provided.

When:
The GGWW program runs twice a year in Spring and
Autumn. In each program there are always at least 6
activities which are all in different areas of the Upper
Grose Valley. In every program there is an opportunity
to do a remote overnight walk in the Grose Valley,
remote day walks as well as some half day activities.
As a small thank you to all participants every activity
comes with morning tea supplied.

For more information or register
for an activity contact:
Vanessa Richardson, Grose Ranger
E: vanessa.richardson@environment.nsw.gov.au
P: 02 4787 3112

Conservation

Kayaking

HawkesburyNepean
What we do:
Willow Warriors organise kayak paddles along
the Nepean River to poison Black Willows using
bioactive glyphosate which is approved for use along
waterways by volunteers. Volunteers & parks staff have
already removed Black Willows from the Colo & Grose
River sub-catchments that flow through the Greater
Blue Mountains World Heritage Area. Hawkesbury
River County Council, Willow Warriors, Wetlandcare
Australia and Hawkesbury-Nepean Catchment
Management Authority are partners in a two year
program to remove Black willows from the rest of the
Hawkesbury-Nepean Catchment.

Conservation Objective:
To protect rivers, creeks & swamps in the Greater
Blue Mountains World Heritage Area (GBMWHA) &
wetlands in the Hawkesbury floodplains by removing
the remaining black willow trees from along the
Hawkesbury-Nepean River.
Black willows are a Weed of National Significance
www.weeds.org.au/WONS/Willows
They spread by wind-blown seed up to 60km and a
single large tree can produce tens of thousands of
seed that spread along rivers and creeks and into
wetlands, black willows form monocultures, shading out
casuarinas, bottle brush, tea trees, sandpaper figs, lilly
pilly, phragmities reeds and other native, seed bearing,
plants that are the food source of many native birds.

Activities in addition to
conservation volunteering:
The activity involves a paddling kayaks along sections
of the Hawkesbury and Nepean Rivers between Penrith
and Wisemans Ferry to poison the black willows
previously mapped and enjoy the native fauna like the
Sea Eagle, and learn about the river health. The trips
range in length from four to fifteen kilometres.

Difficulty:
Group sizes are limited to 8. No prior experience in
willow control or kayaking is required by new volunteers.
These are all single day paddles between 4 km and
20 km, but mainly around 10km, on flat water with
the occasional gravel race. We poison black willows
amongst reeds and other vegetation sometimes in waste
deep water or ankle deep mud. Participants need to
be fit, willing and able to climb around logs on slippery
banks in and out of the water.

Program Supporters:

For more information or register
for an activity contact:
Jeff Cottrell
E: willowwarriors@optusnet.com.au
P: 0418 210 347
www.willowwarriors.com.au
Willow Warriors

Regent Honeyeater
Tree Planting Weekends - Capertee Valley NSW
Who we are:
The Capertee Valley Regent Honeyeater Recovery
Group was established by Birdlife Australia in 1993 to
help conserve the endangered Regent Honeyeater in
the Capertee Valley. The recovery group is instrumental
in carrying out vital on-ground work to implement
actions proposed in a national Recovery Plan for the
Regent Honeyeater. Since 1994, the Group and its many
volunteer supporters have planted over 98,000 trees
and shrubs at numerous strategic sites throughout the
Capertee Valley, one of the Regent Honeyeater’s last
strongholds.

What we do:
Two weekends a year, hundreds of volunteers come
to the beautiful Capertee Valley to plant thousands
of trees for the Regent Honeyeater. Attendees camp
out. Weekends occur in May and August. New recruits
are always welcome, so if you have not yet taken part
before, why not join in?

Photo: Dean Ingwersen

The Regent Honeyeater is a
nomadic honeyeater that lives
in woodland habitat in the central
and south-west of NSW & Victoria.
It was once a widespread species
that occurred in flocks of thousands,
but has been reduced to less than
1500 birds. The Regent Honeyeater
is the subject of a captive breeding
program being undertaken by
Taronga Zoo.

Conservation Objectives:
To increase the area of woodland in the Capertee Valley
that provides crucial habitat for this endangered species.
To raise community awareness of the Regent
Honeyeater, and other declining bird species.
To create a fun weekend for volunteers who contribute
their time for free, just to make a difference for this
beautiful bird.

Difficulty:
Easy.
No prior experience is required by volunteers.
All welcome including children.
For more information or register
for an activity contact:
Birdlife Australia
E: southernnsw@birdlife.org.au
P: 02 9647 1033

Jenolan Caves
Landcare Group - Sycamore War
Who we are:
A diverse cross-section of dedicated volunteers
from far and wide attracted to activities that work to
protect and improve the unique biodiversity at Jenolan
Karst Conservation Reserve. Volunteers enjoy social
interaction, learning about the karst as well as working
to improve a natural icon through targeted weed control.

What we do:
Work involves weeding and bush regeneration using
cordless drills to stem-inject trees, or cut and paint/
scrape and paint method for woody shrubs and vines
using glyphosate biactive.

Conservation Objective:
To protect the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area
(GBMWHA) and adjacent Kanangra-Boyd National Park
through bushland regeneration and targeted weed control .
The expanding infestation of Sycamore Maple (Acer
pseudoplatanus) trees spreading from ornamentals
initially planted over 100 years ago, now cover nearly
50 hectares of the Jenolan Karst Conservation Reserve.
There are a number of other cold-climate weeds
spreading into healthy native bushland, reducing
biodiversity values, decreasing habitat for native species
and competing with native flora.

Difficulty:
Medium-difficulty. Numbers are capped at 25 - bookings
are essential. No prior experience is required by
volunteers. Full induction, training and tools are provided.
Participants need to be relatively fit & prepared to work
on steep areas and slopes in order to treat the weeds.

The Jenolan Caves Reserve Trust,
NSW National Parks and Wildlife
Service, Jenolan Caves Landcare
Group, the NSW Environmental Trust,
Sydney Catchment Authority and
the Hawkesbury Nepean Catchment
Management Authority, are all
long-term partners helping to mange
weed issues in the Jenolan Karst
Conservation Reserve.

When we meet:
Activities are run at Jenolan four times a year, twice
in spring and twice again in autumn. Due to the
remoteness of Jenolan Caves, activities run for two days,
staying overnight in guest accommodation and working
an entire weekend to treat Sycamores and cold climate
garden escapes.
A barbecue dinner is held on the Saturday night as
well as an evening activity such as a cave tour or a
spotlight walk.

For more information or register
for an activity contact:
NPWS Kanangra
E: tkidd@exemail.com.au
P: 02 6336 1972
Project Officer
P: 0423 527 740
www.environment.nsw.gov.au
www.wildwildworld.com.au

Wombeyan
Caves
Landcare Group

Weed Whacking Weekend

Who we are:
A diverse cross-section of people who enjoy learning
more about this unique karst reserve, as well as the social
interaction of working together to improve this valuable
natural asset through targeted weed control works.

What we do:
Work involves weeding and bush regeneration using
cord-less drills to stem-inject trees, or cut and paint/
scrape and paint method for woody shrubs and vines
using glyphosate biactive. These are mainly bird-spread
exotic woody weeds, some of which will be replaced with

When we meet:
Activities are run at Wombeyan twice each year, in
spring and again in autumn. Due to the remoteness of
the Caves, (2.5hrs from Bathurst and 3hrs southwest of
Sydney), activities run for two days; staying overnight in
self-contained accommodation and working an entire
weekend to treat these cold climate garden escapes.
A barbecue dinner is held on the Saturday night as well as
an evening activity such as a cave tour or a spotlight walk.

native plants through revegetation works in the future.

Conservation Objective:
To protect the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage
Area and adjacent Mares Forest National Park through
bushland regeneration and targeted weed control
by treating woody weeds within the Reserve, aiming
to significantly reduce the infestation over a 5-year
timeframe.
Numerous cold-climate weeds such as blackberry,
English ivy, honeysuckle and cotoneaster are invading
natural bushland and out-competing local species,
preventing their germination. This reduces biodiversity,
and reduces water quality in affected areas of the
Wollondilly River catchment.
These weeds present a significant upper catchment
source-point and will re-infest adjacent and downstream systems without planned treatment. Flora and
fauna endemic to Wombeyan Caves are in direct threat
from the impacts of these weeds, as is the caves
ecosystem itself. These effects grow every year that the
weeds continue to expand.

Difficulty:
Easy. Numbers are capped at 30 so bookings are
essential. No experience is required however be
prepared to work through bushland areas. Full induction,
training and tools are provided.

For more information or register
for an activity contact:
NPWS Kanangra
E: tkidd@exemail.com.au
P: 02 6336 1972
Project Officer
P: 0423 527 740
www.environment.nsw.gov.au
www.wildwildworld.com.au

Colo
Colossus
What we do:
Friends of the Colo is a volunteer group formed in the
year 2000 to control black willows which had infested the
Colo River and some of its tributaries within the Wollemi
Wilderness. In 2003, when primary control of black willows
in the national park was complete, the group’s attention
turned to the control of black and crack willows in those
parts of the Colo catchment outside the National Park. In
2003, the group moved on to mapping and treating other
significant weeds, such as cape ivy, tree of heaven, honey
locust, pampas grass and lantana, along the riparian zone
in remote areas of the National Park. The primary control
of black willows in the catchment was completed in 2006
and crack willows along the Wolgan River in 2010.

Conservation Objective:

of the Colo activities provide a wonderful opportunity to
engage with one of the longest and most spectacular
gorges in Australia, while helping to conserve the pristine
environment of the area.

Difficulty:
Weekend trips involve a bushwalk to and from sites on
the river. This may include steep tracks or no tracks
at all, with dents and ascendants of 300 to 500, but
inexperienced bushwalkers may be suitable providing
they are fit. Other activities are up to seven days in
length, and are only suitable for those experienced in
rugged off-track walking. Walking the river involves a
great deal of wading and rock-scrambling.

To protect the World Heritage Values of the Wollemi
National Park, which is part of the Greater Blue
Mountains World Heritage Area (GBMWHA), by looking
for and treating introduced species whilst on walks or
packraft trips in remote areas of the park

Conservation with adventure:
Much of the group’s work was originally done using whitewater rafts after being flown in by helicopter, in a program
called WOW (Willows out of Wollemi). However, most
activities now take place higher in the catchment where
the river is negotiated during multi-day bushwalks. Some
trips involve travelling the river on airbeds or packrafts.
Many activities are conducted through each year, usually
in autumn and spring. Weekend trips involve a bushwalk
to and from sites on the river. This usually involves steep
tracks or no tracks at all, but inexperienced bushwalkers
may be suitable providing they are fit.
Other activities are up to seven days in length, and
are only suitable for those experienced in rugged
off-track walking.
A major feature of the program is the bi-annual Colo
Colossus, which targets the Capertee and Wolgan Rivers
and the higher parts of the Colo. This and other Friends

For more information or register
for an activity contact:
Andy Macquen
E: friendsofthecolo@gmail.com

Weeds Out
of Wollemi

Colo Merroo
What we do:
At Colo Merroo, volunteers are undertaking follow up
maintenance on areas of weeds treated by contractors
using splatter guns on National Park estate and adjoining
private land. The volunteers use bioactive glyphosate
which is approved for by volunteers use along waterways.
Volunteers treat regrowth of lantana, tobacco bush and
tree of heaven, using cut and paint techniques and
hand pull new seedlings in areas where contractors
have treated lantana with splatter guns. They will also
clear lantana debris in the early part of this program, will
allow contractors to access the centre of large lantana
patches. The lantana infestation stretches two kilometres
up into the national park.

Conservation Objective:
Prevent weeds entering the Wollemi National Park by
removing them from the edge of the park and from adjoining
land and so protect the world heritage vales of the Greater
Blue Mountains World Heritage Area (GBMWHA)
The weeds targeted in this program include lantana,
tree of heaven, gleditsia, tobacco bush, cape ivy,
moth vine, balloon vine and black willows some
of which are Weeds of National Significance
www.weeds.org.au/WONS
They spread by windblown seed, waterborne seed and
by birds along the riparian zones of rivers creek and
wetlands in the GBMWHA. All of these weeds form
monocultures, shading out various native grasses,
Casuarinas, Bottle Brush, Tea Trees, Sandpaper figs, Lilly
Pilli, Phragmities reeds and other native, seed bearing,
plants that are the food source of many native birds.
This program is one of a series of weed management
programs on land along the edge of the Wollemi National
Park and on public and private land that adjoins the
national park. Other locations include Wheeney Creek,
Putty Valley, Capertee Valley and Wolgan Valley. The
program supports the remote area weeding program run
by Friends of the Colo by preventing the weeds from
going further into the national park.

Difficulty:
There is a two kilometre walk from the end of the Upper
Colo Road and the Colo Merroo Camp site. If you are
staying overnight this means back packing your gear to
the camp site. Work is mainly on the level alluvial bank
but there can also be weeding up the base of the valley
sides. Participants need to be fit, willing and able to
climb around logs on slippery banks in and out of the
water to treat the weeds.

Conservation with adventure:
At Colo Merroo, activities include walks in the national
parks, kayaking, rafting and swimming along the Colo
River both in National Park and downstream to the
Hawkesbury River. Members of Bass Sydney Fishing
club will attend some activities and talk on native fish
and provide instruction on fishing for bass and best
practice catch and release.
There is no limit to group sizes and no prior experience in
weed control or kayaking is required by new volunteers.

For more information or register
for an activity contact:
Friends of the Colo - Jeff Cottrell
E: willowwarriors@optusnet.com.au
P: 0418 210 347
Ranger Wollemi NP - Keirilee James
P: 02 4588 2402
E: Keirilee.James@environment.nsw.gov.au

South West
Rocks Dune Care

Caring for
our Coastline

Who we are:
SWRDC is an enthusiastic group made up of local and
visiting volunteers, supported by the NPWS and local
Shire Council. We are also supported by funding through
Northern Rivers CMA, Caring for our Country and
Envirofund grants which allows us to employ contractors to
maximise the effectiveness of our efforts. In 2011 our group
was awarded the regional and state Coastcare awards.

What we do:

Visiting Volunteers Week:
Once a month during the cooler months - April to
October inclusive, we offer free accommodation, for up
to a week, at historic Arakoon House. Arakoon House
can accommodate up to 16 people in four self-contained
apartments. Visitors usually settle in at Arakoon House
on the Saturday, then join in the regular 3rd Sunday
Meet, before continuing activities from Monday onwards.

Skill levels within the group range from beginners
to qualified bush regenerators. Weeds are removed
by hand or cut and paint method, often following up
primary control done by contractors. Much of our work
is done along beach dunes, headlands or areas of littoral
rainforest. We now have over 20 years experience and
our control measures have proved to be effective. As
well as the satisfaction of helping restore this wonderful
coastline to a high level of reilience, we have some fun
along the way. There is always time for a swim in the
afternoon, reading, bird watching, walking and a BBQ or
get-together in the evening!

The Challenge:
900km of the NSW coast is infested with Bitou Bush.
South West Rocks Dune Care (SWRDC) works to
eliminate invasive weeds along a 15km section of
coastline, mainly within Hat Head National Park.

Volunteer accommodation at Arakoon House built in 1886

Conservation Objective:
Bitou Bush is a particular threat, invading areas of high
bio-diversity including two Endangered Ecological
Communities (EEC’s) and populations of several rare and
threatened plant species.

Difficulty:
We have a wide range of sites ranging from challenging
climbs to gentle coastal dunes. Some of our sites
require a km or two walking, but this is usually through
spectacular coastal scenery. We can usually find a site to
suit most fitness levels.

For more information or register
for an activity contact:
Alan Hill
E: hillyuille@bigpond.com
P: 0419 012 640
Ian Burnett
E: alandian8@bigpond.com
P: 02 6566 5538
Or visit our website www.swrdc.com.au/new

Invasive

Willows

Monitoring
Program
Background:
There are 300 types of willows world wide, mainly from
the Northern Hemisphere. Of these about 100 have been
introduced into Australia and of these 30 are spreading
naturally through the environment. In 1999, willows, except
Salix babylonica (weeping willows), Salix reichardtii (pussy
willow) and Salix matsudana x alba (New Zealand sterile
hybrid) were declared a Weed of National Significance
www.weeds.org.au/ WONS/Willows.
Where there are male and female plants flowering at
the same time they can spread by windblown seed
up to 60 km and a single large tree can produce tens
of thousands of seed which germinate on exposed
damp soil like mud and sand banks in rivers, creeks,
swamps and wetlands. These types of willows form
monocultures, shading out seed bearing native
vegetation like casuarinas, bottle brush, tea trees,
sandpaper figs, lilly pilly, and Phragmities that are the
food source or cover for many native birds.

What we do:
Willow Warriors organise multiday and one day paddles
for volunteers along rivers in south east Australia looking
for and where possible poisoning these highly invasive
willows that are growing into view along waterways and
in wetlands before they have the opportunity to produce
new seed locally or live debris that will float downstream
and take root. The group provides most of the rafts
kayaks and other paddling, mapping and treatment gear.
The volunteers provides the energy. The current list of
rivers we monitor includes the Colo, Grose, Macdonald,
Hawkesbury, Nepean, Wollondilly, Wingecarribee, Clyde,
Deua, Tuross, Snowy, Murrumbidgee, Goodradigbee,
Goobarragandra, Tumut and Murray. Typically we treat
one to thirty seedlings or small black willows on each trip.

Conservation Objective:
To protect rivers, creeks and wetlands across south
east Australia particularly in National Parks and other
areas managed for their conservation values from the
impacts of some types of invasive willows. The program
monitors rivers and wetlands where there has been

previous control programs for Salix nigra (black willow),
Salix cinerea (grey sallow willow or wild pussy willow)
and some willow hybrids that produce large numbers
of viable seed. In some circumstances we also look for
and treat and Salix fragilis (crack willow) to prevent them
spreading down stream into areas managed for their
conservation values. This monitoring process protects
the communities previous investment to eradicate
those types of willows. The program does not seek
to remove all invasive willows particularly on land
managed for agricultural.

Conservation with adventure:
The activity involves paddling kayaks, rafts or inflatable
canoes on flat water or white-water, camping on river
banks on the multiday trips and in some cases car
camping and doing monitoring paddles around those
camping locations. Group sizes are limited to 8.

Difficulty:
These are all single day or overnight rafting trips
for experienced kayaking / rafting volunteers but
inexperienced paddlers can be accommodated on some
trips if rafts or inflatable canoes are being taken. Most
trips are grade 2-3 although there are the occasional
grade 1-2 trips that will suit most volunteers. We poison
black willows amongst reeds and other vegetation
sometimes in waste deep water or ankle deep mud.
Participants need to be fit, willing and able to climb
around logs on slippery banks in and out of the water.
For more information or register
for an activity contact:
Jeff Cottrell
E: willowwarriors@optusnet.com.au
P: 0418 210 347
www.willowwarriors.org.au
Willow Warriors

Floating

Landcare

Hawkesbury
Estuary
Who we are:
Workers on Water - Floating Landcare in the Hawkesbury
Estuary is a project of the Hawkesbury Nepean
Catchment Management Authority, funded by the NSW
Environmental Trust, and run in partnership with the
Pittwater Council, Hornsby Council, Gosford Council and
National Parks and Wildlife Service.

What we do:
We visit boat access only locations along the
Hawkesbury River and in the Pittwater to undertake
environmental improvement works. All locations are
largely in need of some bush regeneration to help
contain weeds, stop the spread of weeds into good
bushland and assist in the site’s recovery.  Some spots
also require litter collection, possibly planting and may
involve simple flora or fauna surveys.

Conservation Objectives:
Improve the environmental values of otherwise difficult to
access areas in the Hawkesbury Estuary.

• Volunteers from other environmental organisation like
Waterwatch, Streamwatch, field naturalist,
plant societies etc;
• Professional bush regenerators, environmental
scientist and educators that are keen to volunteer
their time; and
• Corporate volunteers.

When:
Floating Landcare activity days will be coordinated
between September 2012 until mid 2014. Activities will
be run on weekends and occasionally weekdays with
most activities being 4-5 hours in duration, including
boat travel. In return for volunteering participants
will receive morning tea, a tasty lunch (on some
activities), the loan of tools and gloves, instruction from
professionals about bush regeneration, transport by boat
to and from the activity location from a meeting point for
no charge.

Difficulty:
Easy. Floating Landcare activities are ideally suited to:
• Bushcare and Landcare volunteers keen to see a new
site and meet other volunteers;
• Local community members interested in giving it a go;

For more information and to register
an activity or receive the Floating Landcare
Activity Calender contact:
Rebecca Mooy
E: rebecca.mooy@cma.nsw.gov.au
P: 02 4725 3055

Friends of

Lord Howe Island
Who are we:
Members of the Friends of Lord Howe are people of all
ages, either from the local community or concerned nonresidents, who share a common interest in conservation
of Lord Howe Island.

Who comes on our trips:
We have had tour members from all states of Australia,
as well as regular members from New Zealand. Each
year a number of children attend, whom we encourage
as our future conservationists. A special feature of our
trips is the number of repeat visitors; with 30% having
been on more than one trip, and some people have even
been on 14 trips.

Conservation objectives:
to work with the Lord Howe Island Board to protect
and restore the island’s ecosystems; promote the
significance of Lord Howe’s unique natural and
cultural heritage; organise island activities which have
benefits for conservation; lobby for funding to support
conservation efforts; help with bush regeneration,
surveys and other hands-on projects; initiate new
avenues for community support.

In previous years the groups have also assisted with
replanting projects, and have been successful in grants
for projects such as eradication of bamboo, and fencing
of threatened plant communities.
A quarterly Friends newsletter reports on progress
with weeding activities, as well as a broad coverage of
conservation activities being carried out by the Lord
Howe Island Board and visiting researchers

Difficulty:
Our conservation activities are carried out close to the
settlement and so access is easy, and weeding work is
generally easy. All tools and gloves are supplied; training
and supervision in techniques for dealing with the weeds
in the island environment are given. Afternoon walks and
activities are easy to moderate.

When are activities run:
We run the trips during the cooler months on the island
for comfort while working.

What we do:
Each year a number of weeklong bush regeneration trips
are run on the Island. The trips usually involve weeding in
the morning, with the main target weeds being Climbing
and Ground asparagus infestations around Transit Hill.
From time to time the groups may assist a leaseholder
remove these weeds from a property. Afternoons are
spent exploring the island with experienced guides to
learn first hand about the exciting flora, fauna, geology
and marine life of the island. Pre dinner lectures
complement this learning experience.
Since the Friends group formed in 2001 there have been
70 bush regeneration tours, with over 23,000 volunteer
hours contributed to conservation on Lord Howe Island.

For more information or register
for an activity contact:
Friends of Lord Howe Island
PO Box 155, Lord Howe Island NSW 2898
E: ian@ianhuttontours.com
P: 02 6563 2447
www.ianhuttontours.com

Remote

Bushcare

Blue
Mountains
What we do:
Blue Mountains Remote Bushcare undertake bushwalks
into areas that are not easily accessed by most bushcare
groups to treat outcrops of weeds. Some of these weeds
are in areas not easily found by regular walkers, as the
work typically targets creeklines away from bush tracks.
Remote Area Bushcare involves bushwalking whilst
looking for weeds on the way. It’s a chance to get off the
beaten track and hunt for particular weeds, so a good
knowledge of some weeds and an ability to look for
them is an advantage.
Day walks are programmed throughout the year.

Conservation Objective:

Difficulty:
Walks range from easy short walks on tracks to harder
full day off track walks following creeklines. The easier
walks are to one area, where packs can be put down and
the work is all around a ‘base camp’. More difficult walks
involve walking all day with a pack looking for scattered
weeds. Frequently activities are organised jointly with
NPWS so that Council, Crown and National Park lands
are all covered – as weeds know no boundaries!
There are different grades of remote walking – please
advise us how long you want to walk in and out when
you book and we can cater to your ability.

The idea is to treat outliers of weeds in healthy bushland
before they can take hold. This activity protects the native
flora and fauna of the Blue Mountains area and saves
residents and Council many hours of additional work by
stopping these patches from getting out of hand.

Activities in addition
to conservation volunteering:
• Walking into the bushland
• Stopping for a cuppa
• Learning about native plants and weeds
• Giving something back

For more information or to register
for an activity contact:
Blue Mountains Council Bushcare Team
E: bushcare@bmcc.nsw.gov.au
P: 02 4780 5528
http://www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/sustainableliving/
environmentalinformation/bushcare/
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