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Questions for the March Election 

 

Question to politician Your Feedback 

Will you support the Local Landcare Coordinator 
Initiative full time and expand the valuable work of 
our coordinators? If you are not committing to the 
$32.5 million required to fund this scheme (which 
brings more than $500 million annually in 

benefits), why not? 

Yes the Greens support  increased funding to Landcare for the work 
of the coordinators. See Greens Landcare Initiative 
https://jeremybuckingham.org/2015/03/20/rebuilding-landcare-in-
nsw-greens-policy-initiative/ 
 

How do you propose we should improve 
biodiversity conservation across the State? 

See Biodiversity policy here 
https://greens.org.au/nsw/policies/biodiversity There are 52 
actions to undertake identified. 
 
 

How do you propose to support landcare and 
-

urban and rural areas? 

Since 2015 the Greens have offered support for Landcare  see 
initiative here 
https://jeremybuckingham.org/2015/03/20/rebuilding-landcare-in-
nsw-greens-policy-initiative/ 

The Greens prioritise people and the planet before developers, 
protect bushland in urban areas and stop overdevelopment. We will 
end the profit-driven destruction of our suburbs, towns and regions 
by ensuring all developments respect the local environment and are 
matched with quality public services. Most importantly, we will 
ensure local people have control over planning decisions that their 
communities which means that planning laws and funding need to be 
returned to Local Councils so they can support local bushcare and 
landcare initiatives. See the Election platform called Rescuing the 
Environment https://greens.org.au/nsw/environment 

What action will you take to prevent the sale of 
Crown Lands now that it has been passed to Local 

Government to manage?  
 
(Click here to read more about changes to the 
Crown Lands Act).  

Governnments have a track record of giving away public lands. The 
change will be monitored by the Greens as we did for the sale of 

public land in Newcastle in 2018 https://greens.org.au/node/22081 
The Greens will refer any loss of public lands to ICAC where 
appropriate 

Greater Sydney needs more green space, without 
the overuse of existing green space. How do you 
propose to expand the green/blue network across 
Greater Sydney without impacting on existing 
green spaces?  
 
(Click here to learn about the blue-green 
infrastructure concept). 

The Greens have a policy and platform to increase the National Parks 
under reservation in NSW and to increase funding to NPWS by $50 
million per year. See initiative to protect nature 
https://www.catefaehrmann.org/ambitious_plan_protect_nature 

What is your policy on the critically threatened 
conservation of Cumberland Plains woodland, 
given the identified key threatening processes of 
land clearing, development and urban expansion? 

 

A key issue with overdevelopment within Sydney and elsewhere is 
the use of Environmental Impact Statements. 
underpinned by Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD) 
principles and discretionary powers of decision-makers to approve a 

development that violates the constraints laid down in the relevant 

https://landcare.nsw.gov.au/local-landcare-coordinator-initiative/
https://landcare.nsw.gov.au/local-landcare-coordinator-initiative/
https://greens.org.au/nsw/policies/biodiversity
https://jeremybuckingham.org/2015/03/20/rebuilding-landcare-in-nsw-greens-policy-initiative/
https://jeremybuckingham.org/2015/03/20/rebuilding-landcare-in-nsw-greens-policy-initiative/
https://greens.org.au/nsw/environment
https://greatersydneylandcare.org/crown-lands-act-summary-of-issues-suggested-actions-and-background-from-the-2018-agm/
https://greens.org.au/node/22081
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_infrastructure
https://greatersydneylandcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/GSLN-CCN-State-of-the-Cumberland-2018-GSLN.pdf
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(Click here to read more about the Cumberland 
Plain and the threats of development on this 
critically threatened Western Sydney biome).  

planning instrument should not be allowed by law. The Greens will 
work to change the laws to protect the Cumberland Plain and other 
endangered ecological communities across NSW. Greens will work 
to change offsetting provisions that have failed to protect the 

Cumberland Plain.  

Will you (a). propose legislation targeted at 
reducing single use plastics entering our 
waterways; (b). how will you use and provide 
Gross Pollutant Traps, and (c). at which level will 
government take on the task of installing, clearing 
and maintaining these traps, to reduce volunteer 
hours needed to collect litter from waterways?  
 

Those who generate waste should be held responsible for disposing 
of it. The attitude of industry needs to be: "If it can't be reused or 
recycled, don't make it". Justin Field has launched an initiative called 
Turning the Tide on Single use Plastics 
https://www.justinfield.org/turning_the_tide_on_single_use_plastics 

Clear targets and investment of $2.1 billion to fix the growing crisis. 
Waste elimination is not creating waste for disposal by adhering to 
the following hierarchy; consumption avoidance, product and 
packaging re-use, and organic and non-organic material recycling 
and composting (in that order of priority). The initiative is one part of 

Faehrmann in 2018 https://greens.org.au/nsw/news/greens-
announce-bold-plan-tackle-recycling-crisis 

The future of Streamwatch beyond June 2019 is not 
secured. Given the nearly 30 years of water 
quality data the program has collected and the 

waterways: how will you support Streamwatch to 
ensure ongoing independent water quality testing 

by a connected community? 

The Greens Urban Water policy here 
https://greens.org.au/nsw/policies/water-urban would restore and 
boost funding for household-water recycling programs and school-
based environmental awareness programs such as Streamwatch. In 
October 2018 Cate Faehrmann called for the reinstatement of 
funding for streamwatch in the NSW Parliament - see HANSARD-

1820781676-77686.pdf 

What is your position on the current biodiversity 
offsets process, and how do you propose to 
strengthen protections for both individual species 
and threatened ecosystems? 

There are significant problems with the Biodiversity Offset Process, 
particularly within the Cumberland Plain due to the limited 
availability of any areas for offsetting. The watering down of the 

unique biodiversity of the Cumberland Plain. The Greens will 
introduce new environmental legislation to strengthen the BCT, 
regulate Certifiers and implement immediate protections for species 
and ecological communities in NSW. 

What is your position on the sale of crown land (not 
just via the transfer of land to councils)? Can you 
explain the implications for Landcare volunteers who 
volunteer on public land? 

The Greens support a target of 17% of the state protected and 
funded by 2030  Crown lands would form part of that. Volunteers 
would be protected and supported through increase funding through 
changes to planning laws that return control of planning to Local 
Councils. 

Local weed authorities have the power but lack the 
confidence to act on weedy species because of the 
potential repercussions. How will you start funding 
pest species control? How will funding for pest 

species management on public land be provided, and 
will a tenure neutral approach be used?  
 
NB. A tenure neutral approach is a program that 
manages pest species on both public and private 
land, at the same time. Proposed changes to 
biosecurity laws by the NSW state government 
changed the way agencies plan, receive funding for 
and undertake actions on priority weed species in the 
various Local Land Services regions. However, these 
changes did not happen, aside from limited planning 
on NPWS and State Rail land. 

Funding is the key issue with local weed authorities. Greens NSW 
have launched a biosecurity initiative 
https://greens.org.au/sites/default/files/2018-
06/20160628_Biosecurity%20initiative.pdf  As recommended by the 

Beale Review, the National Biosecurity Authority will incorporate 
existing biosecurity functions in government. It will also receive 
additional resourcing, to ensure that it can recruit the necessary 
expertise to boost national capacity across the board, particularly in 
relation to environmental biosecurity matters. 

Volunteering with NPWS is falling due to financial 
and HR constraints on NPWS staff. How will you 

Increased funding to the NPWs by $50 million annually to lift their 
capacity to support the environment and the volunteer programmes. 

https://greatersydneylandcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/GSLN-CCN-State-of-the-Cumberland-2018-GSLN.pdf
http://www.hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au/environment/waste-management/waste-and-recycling/waste-information/gross-pollutant-trap-gpt-reports
https://www.justinfield.org/turning_the_tide_on_single_use_plastics
https://www.streamwatch.org.au/
https://greens.org.au/nsw/policies/water-urban
https://greens.org.au/sites/default/files/2018-06/20160628_Biosecurity%20initiative.pdf
https://greens.org.au/sites/default/files/2018-06/20160628_Biosecurity%20initiative.pdf
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address the funding and staffing shortages for 
NPWS coordinators? How will you provide 
additional support for volunteers operating in 
National Parks, given the critical work of 

volunteers in weed management and the current 
absence of any financial resources to control 
weeds available to NPWS.  

The current funding requirements demands that 
NPWS burn large areas of National Parks, using 
quick hot hazard reduction burns. As a result, the 
density of bushland is increasing across Greater 
Sydney, increasing fuel load and the potential for 
catastrophic and intense wildfires. What is your 
policy on the use of cultural fire (cool burns) and 
allowing NPWS staff to manage bushland in 
conjunction with the RFS, without NPWS funding 
being dependant on the number of hectares 
burnt? 

Under the Greens protecting nature initiative funding to the NPWS 
will be increased by $50m. The Greens support the Hotspots 
campaign developed by the Nature Conservation Council  
https://www.nature.org.au/healthy-ecosystems/hotspots/ which is 
an education and training program with the NSW Rural Fire Service 
to increase understanding of the role of fire in the bush and how it 
can be best managed for a variety of outcomes. Greens policy is for 
ecologically appropriate fire regimes that maintain biodiverse and 
functioning ecosystems and incorporate ecological and cool burns. 

Local Land Services helps to provide a healthy 
Sydney catchment, enabling the people of Greater 

Sydney to enjoy waterways and bushland for 
recreation. During this time of unprecedented 
population growth, funding for natural resource 
management has been removed. What is your 
policy on future funding for Local Land Services in 
Greater Sydney? 

All funding that reduces designated authorities to manage 
conservation particularly in vulnerable ecological communities will 

be challenged. As the Greens commitment to provide funding to 
recovery projects for threatened species, support biodiversity 
conservation, and tackle invasive species  some of this would be 
distributed to LLS. 

What is your policy about allowing urban 
development on floodplains (e.g. Hawkesbury 
Nepean) and exposing the future state government 
to class actions as it currently the case in South 
East Queensland? 

There should be no development on flood plains that puts people in 
harms way when the inevitable floods occur.The Greens have an 
active and long running campaign to stop the raising of Warragamba 
Dam and to stop overdevelopment in Greater Western Sydney and 
warn of a Franklin style campaign to stop it 
https://www.smh.com.au/environment/conservation/greens-
franklin-campaign-warragamba-dam-wall-20181018-p50ae2.html 

  

https://www.nature.org.au/healthy-ecosystems/hotspots/

