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Questions for the March Election 

NSW LABOR  

 

Question to politician Your Feedback 

Will you support the Local Landcare Coordinator Initiative full 
time and expand the valuable work of our coordinators? If 
you are not committing to the $32.5 million required to fund 
this scheme (which brings more than $500 million annually 
in benefits), why not? 

Yes. Labor has committed $32.5 million to support the 
Local Landcare Coordinator Initiative. This promises $10 
million more than the commitment of the Liberals and 
Nationals. 

How do you propose we should improve biodiversity 
conservation across the State? 

Labor will address biodiversity conservation by: 

• Establishing a Biodiversity Taskforce to remake the 
Biodiversity Conservation Act and Local Land 
Services Act to restore the protections for the 
environment that were under the Liberals and 

 reforms; 

• Investing $32.5 million to support Landcar;e; 

• Investing $50 million to tackle weeds and pest on 
public land in NSW; 

• Rebuilding the National Parks and Wildlife Service and 
enhancing the NSW national parks and reserves 
estate, including 200 more field officers in parks and 
forests, 60 officers to restore catchments in 
Kosciuszko National Park, and developing an National 
Parks Establishment Plan for the future; and 

• Investing $50 million to plant 6 million trees by 2030 
and ensure green spaces and other environmental 

assets are recorded in an inventory for considering in 
all planning decisions. 

How do you propose to support landcare and bushcare 
-urban and rural areas? including Greater Sydney.  

$50 million to plant 6 million trees by 2030 and 
changes to planning laws to ensure green spaces and 

other environmental assets are protected will also 
support this work. 

What action will you take to prevent the sale of Crown Lands 
now that it has been passed to Local Government to 
manage?  
 
(Click here to read more about changes to the Crown Lands 
Act).  

Labor will expand Parliamentary oversight and protection 
of Crown land. 

Currently, if a Minister wishes to revoke a reservation, 
they are only required to publish a notice in the 

Government Gazette. 

However, if a Minister wishes to revoke a dedication, they 
are required to publish a proposal in the Government 
Gazette and table the proposal in each House of 

Parliament. The proposed revocation can then be 
disallowed by a resolution of either House of Parliament. 

A Daley Labor Government will increase protections for 
Crown land. Labor will consult communities across NSW 

to identify sites which have been reserved as Crown land 
and increase their protection by dedicating them as 
Crown land.  

https://landcare.nsw.gov.au/local-landcare-coordinator-initiative/
https://greatersydneylandcare.org/crown-lands-act-summary-of-issues-suggested-actions-and-background-from-the-2018-agm/
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Labor will also employ 20 new staff to help manage 
Crown land. These staff will be focused on land 
management, bush fire mitigation and customer service. 

Greater Sydney needs more green space, without the 
overuse of existing green space. How do you propose to 
expand the green/blue network across Greater Sydney 
without impacting on existing green spaces?  
 
(Click here to learn about the blue-green infrastructure 
concept). 

Labor will invest $50 million over the next four years to 
deliver more green spaces across Greater Sydney. 

La
governments, state government agencies, community 
organisations and private land holders to restore and 
enhance green spaces. 

 

• Tree planting and preservation; 

• Planning to protect trees and enhance the tree 
canopy; and 

• Land acquisition for environmental, social and 
recreational uses. 

Labor will target our investment toward Western Sydney 
and other areas which currently have poor tree cover. 

t will allow more than 500,000 trees to 
be planted each year. In total, Labor will plant 6 million 
trees across Greater Sydney by 2030. 

Labor will create a publicly available inventory of 
environmental assets. This inventory will help to protect 
existing assets and guide the development of more green 
spaces. 

The inventory will include: 

• Bushlands; 

• Parks; 

• Golf courses; 

• Street trees; 

• Streetscapes; 

• Walking and cycling transport corridors; 

• Urban agriculture; and 

• Green roofs and green walls. 

The inventory will be made publicly available online as 
data files and maps. 

Labor will amend the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) to require consideration of 

the inventory for all planning decisions. 

What is your policy on the critically threatened conservation 
of Cumberland Plains woodland, given the identified key 
threatening processes of land clearing, development and 
urban expansion? 
 
(Click here to read more about the Cumberland Plain and the 
threats of development on this critically threatened Western 
Sydney biome).  

As described above, Labor will restore environmental 
protections to laws governing native vegetation through 
its Biodiversity Taskforce review. Labor will also create a 
publicly available inventory of environmental assets and 
amend the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (NSW) to require consideration of the inventory for 
all planning decisions. 

Will you (a). propose legislation targeted at reducing single 
use plastics entering our waterways; (b). how will you use 
and provide Gross Pollutant Traps, and (c). at which level will 
government take on the task of installing, clearing and 
maintaining these traps, to reduce volunteer hours needed 
to collect litter from waterways?  
 

Labor 
why Labor will ban single-use plastic bags in NSW and 
develop a long-term plan to phase-out single-use plastics 
in NSW. 

This plan will: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_infrastructure
https://greatersydneylandcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/GSLN-CCN-State-of-the-Cumberland-2018-GSLN.pdf
https://greatersydneylandcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/GSLN-CCN-State-of-the-Cumberland-2018-GSLN.pdf
http://www.hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au/environment/waste-management/waste-and-recycling/waste-information/gross-pollutant-trap-gpt-reports
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• Address all aspects of the role of plastics in the 
economy; and 

• Examine options to reduce single-use items which are 
most likely to find their way into the litter stream, 
including straws, cotton buds, utensils, cups and 
plates. 

Labor will also examine the voluntary agreement with 
industry to phase out microbeads in personal care, 
cosmetic and cleaning products by 1 July 2018. 

If the voluntary code is not achieving its aims, Labor will 
request the Council of Australian Governments to 
consider banning microbeads. 

The future of Streamwatch beyond June 2019 is not secured. 
Given the nearly 30 years of water quality data the program 
has collected and the engagement the program brings to 

: how will you support 
Streamwatch to ensure ongoing independent water quality 
testing by a connected community? 

Labor will reinstate the Streamwatch program, which has 
been cut by the Liberals and Nationals.  

What is your position on the current biodiversity offsets 
process, and how do you propose to strengthen protections 
for both individual species and threatened ecosystems? 

 Biodiversity Taskforce (see above) will examine 
and provide advice for policy and legislative changes to 
strengthen biodiversity offsetting, which has been 
misused under the Liberals and Nationals. Labor changes 
will seek to: 

• Include no go  zones where offsetting cannot occur; 

•  

• Prohibit mine rehabilitation sites for use as offsets; 

• Close loop holes that allow reduction in offsets; 

• Ensure that double-dipping on offsets cannot occur; 
and 

• Ensure that voluntary stewardship agreements are 
recognised as such and not as offsets. 

 

What is your position on the sale of crown land (not just via 
the transfer of land to councils)? Can you explain the 
implications for Landcare volunteers who volunteer on 
public land? 

A Daley Labor Government would improve the way in 
which Crown Lands in NSW are managed by legislating 
greater protections, hiring more frontline staff and making 
the Commissioner for Crown Lands permanent. This will 
mean a future Minister cannot transfer or sell important 
Crown reserves without going to Parliament first. 

engagement with the community, and one of the first 
tasks we will set is the creation of local and regional plans 
for Crown lands so the community has input into the 
management of public land. 

Local weed authorities have the power but lack the 
confidence to act on weedy species because of the potential 

repercussions. How will you start funding pest species 
control? How will funding for pest species management on 
public land be provided, and will a tenure neutral approach 
be used?  
 
NB. A tenure neutral approach is a program that manages 
pest species on both public and private land, at the same 
time. Proposed changes to biosecurity laws by the NSW 
state government changed the way agencies plan, receive 

Labor will invest $50 million to wage war on weeds and 
 

• Help eradicate weeds and pests on public land, 
including National Parks and Crown Lands; 

• Create jobs in rural and regional areas; and 

• Help farmers in their fight to eradicate weeds and 
pests. 

In addition to causing environmental harm, weeds and 
pests are estimated to cost the economy more than $1 
billion every year.  

https://www.streamwatch.org.au/
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funding for and undertake actions on priority weed species 
in the various Local Land Services regions. However, these 
changes did not happen, aside from limited planning on 
NPWS and State Rail land. 

Labor will also implement key recommendations of the 
Natural Resources Commi
establishing: 

• An independent NSW Weeds Committee and Chair 
which will report to Parliament on the NSW 

 

• 

NSW. 

Volunteering with NPWS is falling due to financial and HR 
constraints on NPWS staff. How will you address the funding 
and staffing shortages for NPWS coordinators? How will you 
provide additional support for volunteers operating in 
National Parks, given the critical work of volunteers in weed 
management and the current absence of any financial 
resources to control weeds available to NPWS.  

Labor has committed to rebuilding the NPWS with more 
field officers, better career development opportunities, 
and a review of the workforce to better meet operational 

also boost support for staff and volunteers undertaking 
this crucial work in national parks. 

The current funding requirements demands that NPWS burn 
large areas of National Parks, using quick hot hazard 
reduction burns. As a result, the density of bushland is 
increasing across Greater Sydney, increasing fuel load and 
the potential for catastrophic and intense wildfires. What is 
your policy on the use of cultural fire (cool burns) and 
allowing NPWS staff to manage bushland in conjunction with 

the RFS, without NPWS funding being dependant on the 
number of hectares burnt? 

Labor will be pleased to take advice in government in the 
consideration of alternative fire management operations 
in national parks. Labor will respect scientific evidence 
regarding the impact of fire management options on 
safety and health of the community, as well as the 
environment and threatened species. 

Local Land Services helps to provide a healthy Sydney 
catchment, enabling the people of Greater Sydney to enjoy 
waterways and bushland for recreation. During this time of 
unprecedented population growth, funding for natural 
resource management has been removed. What is your 
policy on future funding for Local Land Services in Greater 
Sydney? 

Future funding determinations will be decided after an 
independent review of Local Land Services to ensure the 
organisation is fit for purpose and achieving its 
objectives. 

In 2014, the Liberals and Nationals established Local Land 
Services. Local Land Services combined a number of 
agencies which had been responsible for matters 
including: 

• Land management; 

• Water catchments; 

• Animal welfare; 

• Biodiversity; and  

• Native vegetation protection. 

Labor will commission an independent review of Local 
Land Services. The review will examine: 

• The level of resources provided to Local Land 
Services to achieve its goals; 

• Whether the existing structures of Local Land 
Services are appropriate; and 

• Whether Local Land Services is fit for purpose, or 
whether the combination of such diverse functions 
has left it unable to achieve its goals. 

What is your policy about allowing urban development on 
floodplains (e.g. Hawkesbury Nepean) and exposing the 
future state government to class actions as it currently the 
case in South East Queensland? 

Labor is deeply concerned about the secrecy surrounding 
Warragamba dam wall 

for the purpose of allowing floodplain development of 
130,000 more houses below. There is currently no 

business case publicly available nor the source 
documents the Government relies upon for its flood 
strategy. In government, Labor will review these 
documents underpinning the proposal and implement a 
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process to develop alternative strategies such as investing 
in evacuation routes such as those recommended by the 
State Emergency Service, which the Liberals and 
Nationals have refused to do. 

 

  


