
Plants
poisonous to
livestock

Crofton Weed

Perennial herb covered in sticky hairs and 1-2m tall.

Leaves triangular to diamond-shaped. Flowers consist of

numerous clusters of small white heads.

(Ageratina adenophora)

Flowers in spring.

Seeds spread by

wind. Readily

eaten by horses,

causing fatal lung

and heart damage.

Sheep and goats

moderately

tolerant,

unpalatable to

cattle.

Green Cestrum 

Perennial shrub to 3m tall. Leaves are shiny, green with a

strong smell when crushed.

(Cestrum parqui)

Flowers are tubular,

greenish-yellow and to

2.5cm long. Flowers from

late spring to autumn.

Berries are green to black

and spread by birds and

water. Not often eaten, it

causes severe liver damage

and ‘sudden death’ in

cattle. Can also kill goats,

sheep, horses and humans.

Hairy annual herb; forms a rosette of leaves and stems to

1.2m tall. Flowers occur along one side of a curled stem

which straightens with maturity. Flowers tubular purple to

pink; 2 stamens project beyond the petals.

(Echium plantagineum)

Flowers from spring to early

summer. Seeds spread in

hay, grain, droppings and

machinery. Very toxic to

horses, moderately toxic to

cattle. Only poisonous to

goats and sheep after

extended grazing.

Paterson's Curse

Cool season erect herb with hairy stems to 35cm tall. Leaves

are stalked, opposite, 1-4cm long, broad and deeply veined,

with rounded teeth on the leaf margins. Flowers are 5-7 mm

long, pink to purple and occur in small clusters in the axils

of the upper leaves.

(Stachys arvensis)

Flowers in winter and early

spring. Poisonous to cattle,

horses, pigs and sheep. Most

cases occur in late winter

and spring, causing a range

of symptoms including

weakness, staggers with

stilted gait, dullness and

diarrhoea. Older plants are

generally more toxic than

younger ones.

Stagger Weed

This  project  is  supported  by  Local  Land  Services  using

funds  from  the  Australian  Government 's  National

Landcare  Programme.

Succulent perennial herb 30-100cm tall. Leaves are pencil-

shaped, pale green to pale brown with darker green

blotches. Flowers are tubular, orange-red and about 3cm 

Mother-of-Millions
(Bryophyllum delagoense)

long. Flowers from autumn

to spring. Easily spread

with broken leaves

generating roots. Very fine

seeds spread by wind and

water. Highly toxic to

livestock, causing heart

failure. Most poisonings

occur during flowering.



Jerusalem Cherry

Herb or small shrub 30-100cm tall. Leaves are 2.5-

10.5cm long with slightly wavy margins. Flowers have 5

white petals and orange anthers. Berries are bright

orange-red when mature. Flowers from spring to autumn.

Seeds are mostly spread by birds. Palatable to stock. As 

(Solanum pseudocapsicum)

with most

Solanum

species, leaves

and green

berries are toxic

to cattle, horses,

sheep and

humans; low

toxicity in goats.

Bracken

Native perennial fern with long rhizomes and 60-150cm

tall. New leaves are coiled, unfurling to form harder,

large, 3-4 divided leaves which are dark emerald-green

(Pteridium esculentum)

above and whitish below.

Reproduces by tiny spores

which are spread by wind;

also by rhizomes.

Poisonous to all livestock,

with young leaves most

toxic. Cattle and horses

severely affected, less so

for sheep and goats.

Symptoms take days to

weeks to appear. 

Introduced cool-season annual herb with creeping to weakly erect

and 4-angled stems to 20cm tall. Leaves are oppositely arranged,

oval and hairless, with dark spots on the underside. Flowers are 5-

12mm wide, solitary and arise from the leaf axils: they have 5 red, 

(Lysimachia arvensis) (formerly Anagallis arvensis)

pink, orange or blue petals. Fruit

are small, round capsules. Flowers

in spring. Known to cause

digestive and kidney inflammation

in stock. Not usually eaten by

livestock, although poisoning of

horses, sheep, cattle, birds, dogs,

guinea pigs and rabbits have been

reported. Poisoning is more likely

to occur in hay or silage.

Scarlet Pimpernel

Fireweed

Annual and biennial herb to 70 cm tall. Leaves are

variable, mostly 2-8 cm long and never deeply lobed.

Heads usually have 13 yellow ray flowers and 1 row of

20-21 bracts. Flowers year-round, but mostly from

autumn to spring. Seeds are spread by wind. Causes

irreversible liver damage and ill-thrift. 

(Senecio madagascariensis)

Horses and cattle are

most susceptible, but

don’t readily eat it. Sheep

and goats are more

tolerant and will seek it

out.

Introduced warm-season perennial herb, with erect 4-angled

stems 1-2m tall; often woody at the base at maturity. Leaves are

opposite, slightly stem-clasping, lanceolate, coarsely toothed

and rough to touch. Flowers branched, ending in short, dense

spikes (usually in groups of 3) of bright blue to 

Purple Top
(Verbena bonariensis)

purple, tubular flowers; the

tubes are distinctly longer

than the sepals. Flowers

from spring to autumn.

Implicated in poisoning,

photosensitisation and

abortion in cattle, but is

commonly eaten by

livestock without causing

obvious symptoms.

Perennial herb to 1m tall when flowering. Leaves are

opposite, sessile and have clear oil glands. Flowers are 2

cm wide; the 5 yellow petals have black marginal glands.

Flowers in late spring and summer

(Hypericum perforatum)

Fruits are sticky

capsules. Seed is

spread by animals. Not

readily eaten, it causes

photosensitisation and

numerous other

disorders in livestock

Usual recovery once 

 stock have been

removed from the

affected paddock. 

St John's Wort

Cat's Ear (Flatweed)

Perennial herb; forms a rosette of leaves then solid

branched stems 30-50cm tall. Leaves are bluntly lobed

and covered with bristly hairs. Flowers are petal-like with

yellow heads to 30 mm wide at the branch tips.

(Hypochaeris radicata)

Flowers most of the year.

Seeds are spread by wind.

Palatable to livestock.

Suspected of causing

string-halt in horses when

abundant.  Not poisonous

for cattle, goats and

sheep.
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